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Allen Madison House Archaeological Examination 

Responses to Christine Williams 

August 16, 2013 

Q.1 	Work in the area may be in wetland or flood plains and therefore may be subject to 
additional state or federal regulations 

QDC had the wetlands within the area surveyed by a qualified wetland biologist. The attached 
Figure Wetlands identifies the boundaries in the area. There are no wetlands located on Parcel 
44 or the within the Phase II archaeological survey area. 

A small section of the northeast of Parcel 44 is within Zone 8 Flood. There are no flood plains 
within the Phase II archaeological survey area. 

Q.2 	No ROD has been signed for the adjacent operable units and therefore no decision as to 
the risk due to exposure to contaminant levels has been made. Very few surface or subsurface 
soil samples have been analyzed in the general area. 

QDC is aware that no soil samples have been taken within the archaeological survey area. The 
test pits are to be hand excavated to no more than one meter below ground. No soil will be 
removed from the site. 

Q.3 	Please provide the boundary of the lot 44, 

Parcel 44 is included in QDC Site Readiness Program which is a program of preparing the 
engineering plans and obtaining environmental permit so that the areas are "ready" for 
development. Attached please find a plan showing Parcel 44 boundaries (Figure 2 Existing 
Conditions). The boundaries are Marine Road to the west, proposed Cross Park Avenue to the 
south, Allen Madison House Area to the east and recreational/conservation area to the north. 

The boundaries of the Allen Madison House area are also shown on the attached plan. The 
boundaries of the Allen Madison House were obtained from Archaeological Sensitivity 
Assessment and Archaeological Survey for Base Closure and Realignment, Redevelopment, and 
Reuse at the Naval Construction Battalion Center Davisville, Rhode Island, prepared for 
Northern Division Naval Facilities Command, June 1994. The boundaries are defined on the 
southeast, east and northeast by man-made cut. The cut boundary in the west is the former 
bulldozer operators area (see Figure 5-1 from report attached) . 

Q.3 	and parcels 16 & 17 mentioned in the letter. 

Parcel 16 and a portion of Parcel 17 are the lot numbers from the Town of North Kingstown Tax 
Assessor's Plat and Lot maps that comprise development Parcel 44. The boundaries of the lots 
are shown on the attached Existing Condition Plan. 
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Q.3 	Please provide the text for the note: " 7 test pits along a single transect in..." the last part 
is cut off 

7 test pits along a single transect in the south portion of the property" 7 test pits along a single transect 

in the south portion of the property". 

Q.4 	Please explain where the 20,000 sf building will be located, is that the black square in the 
red dashed line? 

Attached is the proposed site plan for Parcel 44 including the location of the 20,000 square foot 
building (attached Figure 3 Grading and Utility Plan). The black square located in the red 
dashed line area in the plan that was previously sent to you is the boundaries of northern area of 
the proposed archaeological examination. 

Q.4 	Why are there 2 areas encircled by a red dashed line? 

The larger area encircled by the red dashed line is the boundaries of the Allen Madison House as 
identified in the report Archaeological Sensitivity Assessment and Archaeological Survey for 
Base Closure and Realignment, Redevelopment, and Reuse at the Naval Construction Battalion 
Center Davisville, Rhode Island.  The smaller area encircled by the red dashed line located on 
the western boundary of the larger red dashed line area is the area proposed to be included in 
Parcel 44 that is the subject of the current archaeological examination. 

Q.5 	Where are the test pits to be located? The note says in the northern part of the parcel, but 
there are no black dots in the northern part only on the western part. 

The test pits locations are shown as black dots on the plan that was sent to you. The black box 
located in north of the small red dashed line area in the northern survey area that contains 13 test 
pits. There are three along each side of the black box and five in the middle of the black box. 
The remaining seven test pits are located south of the black box in the small red line dashed area 
that extend from the south perimeter of the black box to the southern boundary of the small red 
line dashed area.. 

Q.6 	The northern part of the NRHP site seems to abut the current boundary of OU10. The 
boundary of OU10 may move south depending on the results of the RI. 

So noted. 

Q7 	Does the Navy have any data collected on the soil heaps or the berm or the spoil heaps 
noted on the figure? 

US Navy response: 
There are no test pits located within the soil heaps or gravel pit areas. 

Q.7 	What was the berm constructed for? 

The berm is most likely a naturally occurring land feature that was slightly modified for the 
construction of a chicken coop during the operation of the historic farm. 

2 



Q7. 	When was the gravel pit operational? What was used to fill in the gravel pit? Has any 
testing been done on the fill material? Has any testing been done on the groundwater 
down gradient of the gravel pit? 

US Navy responded. 

Q.7 	What is the "edge of cut" noted on the figure? Was it a forest clear cut? Was it a 
reduction in grade? 

The edge of cut identified on the Allen Madison House archaeological map is the western 
boundary of the former bulldozer operators area (see Figure 5-1 from report attached). 

Q.8 	EPA has reviewed the pages from the Archeological Sensitivity Assessment Report dated 
1994 sent 8/15/2013 and the EBS dated 1995 and has not discovered any of the data 
requested in the above comment. 

So noted. 

Q.9 	If additional contamination is discovered, the nature and extent must be provided to EPA 
in accordance with the FFA. 

So noted. 

Q.10 Please provide additional project information and schedule when available. 

PAL, QDC archaeological consultant has received the archaeological permit from RIHPHC 
August 15, 2013, and would like to schedule the fieldwork for the Allen Madison House for next 

Thursday and Friday (8/22-8/23). 
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MAPPING WAS PRODDED BY CLIENT MD WAS PREPARED BY OTHERS. ALL 
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